Central Highlands
Regional Council

Town Supply from Water Harvesting
As a water service provider, council is authorised to harvest water for town supply in Capella, Dingo and
Rolleston. Water is extracted using harvest pumps and transferred to raw water storage dams.

To protect the watercourse, natural ecosystem and environment, sometimes flow conditions are imposed.
For example, there must be adequate flow at designated locations of the creek, channel or river, before
council is permitted to harvest water.

Each town has different conditions specific to the watercourse, as detailed on the water license and
outlined below:

Rolleston:

1. Water harvesting from the Comet River.

2. The monitoring point for Rolleston is ‘the Lake’ gauging station on the Comet River.

3. 1037 megalitres p/day (approx. 12 cumecs) of passing flow at the Lake, is the trigger level for
council to commence water harvesting.

4. Maximum harvesting rate: 86.4 megalitres p/day, 400 megalitres p/annum, 2180 litres p/second.

5. During wet weather events which create flow in the Comet River, the water utilities team monitor
streamflow data to identify potential harvesting opportunities. https://water-
monitoring.information.gld.gov.au.

Dingo:

1. Water harvesting from Springton Creek.

2. No flow or creek level conditions on the water licence.

3. Maximum harvesting rate: 18.18 megalitres p/annum, 3.64 megalitres p/day.

4. The majority of town supply for Dingo (95%), is sourced from overland flow directly into councils’
raw storage dams from nearby Dingo Creek. As such, manual harvesting via pumps is minimal and
only occurs every few years.

5. There is not an active gauging station at Springton Creek, whereby council is able to monitor
passing flow rates.

Capella:
Water harvesting in Capella is from two different locations:

1. Capella Creek channel (primary source, diesel pump)

a. Water level in the channel of 2.1 metres above the intake of the pump, is the trigger level for
council to commence water harvesting.
b. Impound maximum in the channel: 60 megalitres, 3 metres water height.
c. Must be passing flow downstream at a rate equal to the rate entering the impoundment (i.e.
flow over the weir)
d. Maximum harvesting rate: 1500 litres p/second.
2. Capella Creek (secondary source, electric pump)

a. No flow or creek level conditions on the water license for this harvest location.
b. Maximum harvesting rate: 22 megalitres p/day, 863 megalitres p/annum.
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